
 Last Sunday Attendance:  Dec 21st = 85   Christmas Eve = 66 
 Church offering thru November:  $73,736.85   Mission of the Month:  $3,807.14 
 

 We pray especially for Joy Osborn, Ron Anderson, Joel Evans, and Steve Kleine. 
 
 

 Special Upcoming Events: 
 
 January 7, 2026 at 6PM - Henry Olson Funeral Home Staff would like to invite our community members to  
                                         a Service of Remembrance in honor of those family and friends that have died.  
                                         We will have a short service and light refreshments to follow at our funeral  
                                         chapel in Estherville., All are welcome to join us.  
 
 January 14 - 5:00 PM Church Council Meeting 
 
 Ongoing Events: 
 

Wednesdays - after school - Mighty Warriors for students in grades 1-5 meets at Immanuel in   
                       the social hall               

                                     7:00 PM Youth Group for Grades 6-12.  Meet for a time of games, hanging out,  
                                     and Bible Study 
 

                                                                            Mission Statement 
This Congregation of Jesus Christ endorses hands on mission by seeing, responding, and reaching out to 

the needs of the congregation, the rural community, and to the world. 
  Immanuel Lutheran Church 

Pastor Sara Heutinck 
104 1st Street North​ ​ ​ Pastor Sara (651) 341 6806 

                              Swea City, IA 50590                                Kathy Paul (515) 320 1149 
                    Church Phone (515)-272-4481          

                       immanuel.lutheran.sweacity@gmail.com    
                      website:  www.immanuelsweacity.com 
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                                        January 4, 2026 
 
                                                Welcome 

 
Welcome visitors and guests. We are glad to have you worship with us  
today. We confess the Lord Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, and   
by baptism we are made children of God.  This we affirm by our  
confession of faith.  Therefore, as brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus  
we welcome you in worshiping our Lord in Word and Sacrament. 
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*Asterisk indicates the congregation stands as each is  able.  
 

   Prelude -Prelude - “Surely the Presence of the Lord”                                                                  
​ Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place​
​ I can feel His mighty power and His grace​
​ I can hear the brush of angel’s wings​
​ I see glory on each face​
​ Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place 
 

 
   Apostolic Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion 
 of the Holy Spirit be with you. (2 Cor. 13:14) 

And also with you 
 

   * Brief Order for Confession and Absolution       ​ ​                            ​    page 77               
    

   Hymn – “What Child Is This?”                            ​                                                              #40 
       ​                       

The Word of the Lord 
Faith comes from hearing and hearing through the Word of Christ.  

(Romans 10:17) 
 

   First Reading -  1 Kings 3:4-15   (Pew Bible page (282) 
 

   Responsive Reading - Psalm 119:97-104 
   97 Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day. 
   98 Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is ever with me. 
   99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, for your testimonies are my meditation. 
   100 I understand more than the aged, for I keep your precepts. 
   101 I hold back my feet from every evil way, in order to keep your word. 
   102 I do not turn aside from your rules, for you have taught me. 
   103 How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
   104 Through your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way. 
 
   Gospel Reading -  Luke 2:40-52  (Pew Bible page (858) 
 

   Children’s Message                                                                                            ​           Pastor Sara 
  
   Children’s Hymn – “Awesome God”                                                                             in bulletin 

​ ​ Our God is an awesome God,  
He reigns from heaven above With wisdom, Pow’r and love.   
Our God is an awesome God. 

 

   Message​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​        Pastor Sara                  
   Reflection Hymn – “O Little Town of Bethlehem"                                                                #41 

 

Confession and Prayer 
  *The Apostle’s Creed​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   page 85 
                                                                                                                                                  
  *Presentation of the Offering– “Create in Me”                                                                 page 96   
 

   *Prayers of the Church     
                          P:……..Lord in your Mercy       C:  Hear our prayer. 
   

The Service of Holy Communion 
  * The Great Thanksgiving​ ​ ​ ​      ​ ​ ​                page 88 
 
  * Hymn – “Holy, Holy” ​ ​ ​   ​       ​ ​ ​                page 89 
   

  * The Words of Institution    
 This is my body given for you –   This is my blood shed for you.   

Because Jesus makes these statements we believe and accept  
his real presence in this Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

  * The Lord’s Prayer​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​              Page 91 

  * Communion Canticle – “Lamb of God”​ ​       ​ ​ ​              Page 92 
 

  * The Post Communion Proclamation                                                                              Page 92 
 

  *The Closing Hymn - “Angels,  from the Realms of Glory”                                                 #50                     
 

  *The Benediction      ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​              Page 95                    
 

  *Pastor – Go in Peace to Love the Lord 
  * Congregation – “Thanks be to God – and we will!” 
 
  Three-fold Amen 

  The Postlude        
 
 
                  Mission of the Month  
         Gift of Life Transplant House 
 
 

Our mission is to provide high-quality, affordable housing that eases the burdens during your medical 
journey.  We offer: 

●​ Comfortable Guest Rooms:  Clean and comfortable spaces that promote rest and recovery. 
●​ Supportive Services:  Transportation shuttle, parking, and caregiver amenities. 
●​ Collective dining and communal areas for rest and recreation. 
●​ A Community of Care;  A compassionate environment built on the real-life experience of our 

founder, who understood firsthand the challenges of the transplant journey. 
      For more information go to: giftoflife.org                                                                                   

http://giftoflife.org

